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Welcome, Jazmin!

Meet Jazmin Novak, our
new web administrator for the
General Conference. Originally
from Chicago, lllinois, Jazmin
earned her bachelor’s degree in
computer science from North-
eastern lllinois University.

With more than six years of
experience in IT, she is excited
to contribute her skills to the
kingdom of God.

Jazmin resides in Clarksville,
Tennessee, with her husband,
Jonathon. In her spare time,
she enjoys playing the flute and
quitar.

Doing church right

Teamwork!

The General Conference has three organizational layers: congrega-
tional, district, and Conference, each with its ministries, services, and
responsibilities. This makes for a simple organizational chart, but think of
the many people, and teams of people, represented by that chart.

The GC is a team consisting of our members. Because that large team
cannot always be assembled, it selects a smaller team — the GC board of
directors —to represent it most of the time. Because our board cannot
always be assembled, it selects an even smaller team — the president and
executive director —to lead the day-to-day work of our church.

Because that work is greater than any one or two leaders could handle
alone, many more teams have been created. Helped by the executive
director, the president directs and supports the district superintendents,
Ministries directors, and department directors. These leaders direct and
support teams of their own —in some cases, teams of teams of teams.

Not only is this division of our work among many teams and team
members efficient and effective, it’s also biblicall When Jethro saw Moses
trying to do everything himself, Jethro counseled him, in effect, “Create
teams!” (Exodus 18:19-23).

When Jesus began His earthly ministry, He built a team. He called a
small group of men to learn His ministry and carry it on. Christ’s team-
building continued even after His return to heaven: “And He gave some
as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some
as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of
service, to the building up of the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11,12, NASB
throughout). One of those apostles, Paul, instructed his teammate, Timo-
thy, “The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many
witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others
also” (2 Timothy 2:2). In other words, “Build teams!”

Effective efforts require effective teams. Effective teams require faith-
ful members. Which team or teams are you serving on?

— Loren Stacy
GC President




District News

Western Canada
Contributor: Orville Rose, Superintendent
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Baptism. The Lord of Sabaoth is still busily reaping

souls for the kingdom of heaven. This was abundantly

clear on June 2 when nine members and friends in the

Calgary CoG7 publicly declared their allegiance to the

kingdom of God through baptism. The church was filled
to capacity!

Eastern Canada
Contributor: Aubrey “Bill” Williams, Superintendent

District Conference

The churches in Eastern Canada gathered May
17-19 in Kingston, Ontario. It was their first in-person
meeting since 2019, when the pandemic prevented
churches from meeting. Through technical know-how,
the district did have two successful virtual gatherings
during the shut-down time.

The service started on Friday night with some great
testimonies. Folks highlighted the joy of being to-
gether again, especially with the apt theme “Unity in
the Faith.”

The Sabbath message was delivered by guest
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speaker Loren Stacy, who was accompanied by his
wife, Karen.

We also enjoyed presentations by Pastor Samuel
Holland on “United Men of God” and by sister D.
Palmer on “United Women of God.” Both were also
well received.

We hope the next district conference will be big-
ger and better, with more brethren joining the Church
through evangelism and, subsequently, the district
conference —in person.

The superintendent and district board greatly
appreciate the efforts of all participants, including
musicians, praise teams,
technical engineers,
speakers, and teachers.
Their collaboration helped
us have a fabulous week-
end praising God.

We look forward to the
next conference in 2026!

West Coast

Contributors: Jennifer Stucker, Kurt Lang, and Aaron
Carbajal

Experiencing God

West Coast District Women’s Ministries hosted a
women’s retreat May 17-19 at a private retreat center
in Oakhurst, California. More than 100 women attend-
ed. This year’s theme was “Experiencing God — Know-
ing and Doing the Will of God,” with featured speakers
Aracely Robles, Jennifer Stucker, and their daughters,
Genesis Robles and Nicole Stucker. Jamin Teran, Gen-
eral Conference Communications director, also gave a
wonderful presentation.

Worship services were led by SWORD members
from the Coachella Valley Church in Riverside, Califor-
nia. Session themes focused on seven realities of God
that included God pursuing a personal love relation-



ship with us; God inviting us to become involved with
Him in His work; and God speaking to us to reveal
Himself, His purposes, and His ways. We come to know
God as we obey Him, and He accomplishes His work
through us.

Attendees prayed for each other concerning our
struggles and spiritual growth. During an evening
bonfire service, women shared powerful testimonies of
how God is working in their lives. We received biblical
instruction and enjoyed the sweet fellowship as part
of the body of Christ. We also experienced spiritual
refreshment and encouragement to continue serving
God according to His good purpose.

Women donated Spanish study Bibles that will be
distributed to pastors’ wives in the Dominican Re-
public. As part of women’s ministries, these church
leaders will use the Bibles to disciple and teach other
women in their communities about God’s Word.

— Jennifer Stucker
Women’s Ministry Director

Comments from participants

“What an experience — so grateful to God for this
amazing WCD women’s retreat! Every part of it was so
beautiful and spiritually enriching.”

“Enjoyed seeing so many young girls giving their
hearts to our Lord Jesus. It was a beautiful retreat!”

“It was a wonderful time to connect with God and

our sisters in Christ. Thank you to everyone who
helped this weekend to be a blessing.”

“Thank you to the whole team, whom the Lord
used, to bless our socks off this past weekend at WCD
Retreat. God is good!”

Eugene Family Camp 2024

The Eugene congregation participated in their sec-
ond annual family camp May 24-27 at the Sis-Q Mead-
ows facility in southern Oregon. Sixty-two attended.
Morning and evening devotions were led by Harold
Ogren, Carl Cory, and Patrick Chalus, and the church
praise team led the singing. Throughout the weekend,
we also played some icebreaker games to get to know
our church family better.

We were blessed to help the camp facility gear up
for summer camps. We set up teepees, worked on the
irrigation system, cleared trails, washed windows, and
cleaned buildings.

God blessed us with beautiful days and wonderful
company. Thank you to Sis-Q Meadows and their awe-
some caretakers, Calvin and Shelly Jenkins, for host-
ing us. We’'ll be back!

—Kurt Lang

Men’s retreat. “Ethics and Integrity of the Man of God”
was the theme of this year’s men’s retreat, held May 26-
28 in Oakhurst, CA. Surrounded by the impressive nature

created by God, participants listened to the message

prepared by David Villanueva. Worship was led by groups

from various churches, creating an atmosphere of deep
worship and unity. A total of 120 men from various states
on the West Coast attended the retreat.

Upcoming Events

September 11-15 - Senior Adult Retreat, Sis-Q
Meadows; contact wcdmedia@cog7.org

Southwest

Contributor: Maria Beard

Couples retreat. Eduardo Villalba and his wife, Socorro,
directors of the couples ministry at the EIl Paso, TX
church, sponsored a couples retreat May 17-19, in Bonita
Park, NM. Guest speakers were Efrain Perez and his
wife, Ana Delia. Several couples learned new ways to
strengthen their relationship and enjoyed spending time
with one another. Let’s pray that God continues to bless
them and keep them strong in their faith.
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Central

Contributors: Wanda Taylor and Ronald Rousseau,
Superintendent

Renewal for the Race

Attendees representing four states gathered for
the seniors retreat, held April 26-28 near Joplin,
Missouri. “The Amazing Race” was a time of renewal.
Among other things, it changed our understanding
that “Old things are still useful things” and that we
have “the power to participate in this amazing race.”

Wanda Taylor, Ed Crawford, and Karen and Dale
Hendershott were on the praise team. Time was well
spent singing, sharing, playing, and challenging our
teammates in Bible-based games.

Speakers Andy Hassen, Dale Hendershott, Mike
Vlad, and Tom Orr challenged us to get involved with
whatever we can do. This challenge is more than just
a personal thing but can be carried out within our
church, our families, and our communities. There is
much that we still can do.

Where do we go from here? Each story will be dif-
ferent. Stay active. Fight a good fight so you have a
story to tell. Don’t be content to just sit in a rocking
chair. Let’s make the rest of our story count! Let’s use
our retreat time as a catalyst for inspiring a rebirth in
our way of life and for running the race set before us.

We all desire that when we finish our course, we wil
hear it said of us, “Well done, thou good and faithful
servant.”

— Wanda Lewis

Revival. The men’s revival meeting
was held June 30 at the Zion church
in Chicago. Miguel Mendez from the
Phoenix CoG7 spoke on leadership,
emphasizing that leadership starts
in the home — your first ministry.
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Baptism. Four new members were baptized June 16
at the Damen CoG7 in Chicago. Participating were
Superintendent Ronald Rousseau and Juan Carlos

Sotelo, leader of the Damen congregation.

Northeast

Contributors: Pastor Gregory Crayton, Pablo Sanchez,
and Esther Winchell

Prayer walk. The United CoG7 congregation in Lynbrook,
NY, went on a prayer walk to the Lynbrook Village Hall
on Sabbath, May 11. The mayor was invited to join them,
but he couldn’t due to a schedule conflict. Every first
Thursday of the month, Pastor Gregory Crayton prays
with firefighters at the firehouse when they have their
company meeting.

Community outreach. On May 25, the Lafayette Street
church in Fort Wayne, IN, reached out to its community
with the message “Introducing Jesus Christ and His



Church.” The experience exceeded all expectations!
Everything was free, but the ultimate reward was hearing
everyone share the love of Jesus. Some asked for
prayer, and others were grateful to be blessed with some
necessities. From the smallest to the oldest, the entire
congregation came together organizing, sorting, and
introducing the church by distributing service schedules
and salvation tracts. Seeing the entire congregation,
from the oldest to the youngest, sharing the message
filled our hearts with great joy. Well done, Lafayette!

ASLEEP IN JESUS

Our sympathies to the families of Donna Car-
penter (age 100), who passed away May 11, and
Loretta Bullard (age 97), who passed away May
22. Read their full memorials on our Memorials
page (churchright.org).

2024 North American
Ministerial Council Meeting

Embassy Suites by Hilton
Grapevine DFW Airport North

2401 Bass Pro Drive
Grapevine, TX 76051

October 28 - November 2

Remember to pray for this
gathering of the NAMC.

DONATE

Help us spread the gospel
of Christ by giving your
financial support to
GC Ministries
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Historic Moments

Some 120 participants showed up for the Zone 1
Virtual Gathering on Sunday, May 5. The time was
devoted to answering questions concerning the
recent change from the International Ministerial
Congress to the International Federation at CoG7’s
international level. This event was hosted by Whaid
Rose, Zone 1lead rep and Artios Center dean. He
answered three questions in his opening presenta-
tion: Why the change? How will this impact CoG7’s
global efforts? What does this mean for me and my
local church and national Conference?

The time allotted for Q&A was insufficient to
answer all the questions, a good indicator of the
relevance of this topic. The Federation board will
address unanswered questions.

The meeting was recorded and is available at
https://center.artioscollege.org/webinar-resource-
list or by accessing the QR code on this page. The
quarterly virtual event ended with prayer for Fed-
eration President Robert Crawford (UK), who could
not attend due to health challenges. Whaid Rose’s
closing reminder that “historic things are hard to
build” was a way of inviting everyone to seize this
historic moment for God’s glory.

‘23 Convention Workshops

If you missed the encouragement you get from
convention during this off year, Artios can help! We
sponsored three different workshops at the 2023
General Conference Convention, and the video
recordings are available for your edification at
https://center.artioscollege.org/webinar-resource-
list or by accessing the QR code on this page.

Anxiety and Depression: What Can | Do? (David
Lozano)

The Equipping Mission of the Church (Brian
Franks)
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Enriching the Sabbath School Experience
(Whaid Rose and Panel)

Early Spring Graduate
Juan Olqguin Jr., Associate of Christian Leader-
ship (Pastoral Ministry)**

** Magna Cum Laude

Calendar Events
September 9 - Early fall registration closes

September 15 - Early fall classes begin

Early Fall Classes
COM 121 Written Communication for Leadership
FAM 301 Family Ministry
LEA 301 Spiritual Formation and Leadership
PAM 301 Pastoral Ministry
PHI 311 Worldviews

Register at https://my.artioscollege.org/en/courses
or by accessing the QR code below.

Center Webinar

Registration
page




Destination: Salt La

Why would someone want to take a trip to Salt
Lake City, Utah? I'm so glad you asked! We ran the
numbers and did some exploring, and we came up
with a list of reasons for you to consider.

1. The General Conference Convention is going to
be held there June 30-July 5, 2025. Make sure you
pick this week to come!

2. God commanded us to. Well OK, that’s a
stretch. But Hebrews 10:24, 25 tells us not to
forsake meeting together and encouraging one
another. This applies not only to your local church
but also to the greater body of the CoG7. We need
each other!

3. Family reunions are the best! This is the per-
fect opportunity for your family, who may live all
over the country, to spend a vacation together. And

ke City

don’t forget about the friends you know who want
to see you as well. They are waiting for you!

4., Speaking of family, there is a Family Search
Library just down the street from the convention
center, and it’s free! Within a short time, you will
be able to trace your ancestors, identify famous
relatives, and find your country of origin. Bring any
family info you might have to begin the search, and
see how many generations you can find.

5. There’s plenty of excitement for city folks and
country dwellers! If you like city life, it’s a free ride
on the UTA-Trax train around the downtown area.
The train can even bring you to the hotel from the
airport for just a couple bucks per person. The City
Creek Mall (huge outdoor mall, spanning blocks) is
just across the street from the convention center,
with many restaurants to choose from. Purchase a
CONNECT pass (one-day, two-day, or year) and get
free admission to eighteen venues for a great price.

You like zoos? There’s a great one in Salt Lake
City! Wanna get out of town? Park City, where the
2002 Olympics were held, is within an hour’s drive.
You can ride a bobsled, or maybe the beauty and
fun activities of Thanksgiving Point are more your
style. Perhaps you’d enjoy floating on the great Salt
Lake.

If you missed national parks at the Albuquerque
Convention in 2019, Utah is home to several famous
national parks: Arches, Zion, Bryce Canyon, and
more. The views there are stunning! God’s grandeur
is on display here. Definitely a must-see!

Have we provided a reason to lure you to Con-
vention ’25 yet? It’s less than a year away, so it’s
high time to get that excitement built up and the
planning made. Yeah, we know everyone says, “You
don’t want to miss this one!” I guess you’ll have to
come find out if it’s true. Hope to see you there!
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- Have you

heard?

Now you can follow and listen

to the Bible Advocate on your
favorite streaming service!
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We’re gearing up for a new school year!

Check out early fall courses at https://
my.artioscollege.org/en/courses.

Financial assistance may be available. Learn
more at https://artioscollege.org/sponsor

ship/.

Questions? Contact
student.services@artioscollege.org.
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